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Q EDITORIAL
- Russia consolidates its pivotal role on the European gas market ...............

Q INTERVIEW
- I think the Russian authorities are satisfied that we have fulfilled all our commitments
and more, Robert Dudley, Chairman and CEO of TNK-BP, tells AOG............

Q ALGERIA
- Launch of 7th international exploration bid round an important test for Algeria .
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STUDIES

Despite pressures from consuming countries, OPEC is expected to maintain its
productionceiling ......... ... .
Qatar unveils new refining and petrochemical projects at the 12th Annual Condensate
and Naphtha Forum ....... ... .. .
French President Nicolas Sarkozy returned from the Gulf with pledges for contracts
worth over 50 billion euros . ...............c.iiiiii
Deadline for companies interested in development projects to register with the Oil
Ministry putbackto 18 February ......... ... ... ... ... L
Despite a slowdown in the fourth quarter, Sabic's net profit topped $7.2 billion in
2007. Contracts awarded to Hanwha, ABB Contracting and China Harbor for facilities
in the Ras al-Zour industrial zone. . .......... ... ... .. ... .o
Apache and Melrose announce more gas discoveries. World Bank extends a loan of
$75 million to finance the expansion of the town gas distribution network. . ... ...
Abu Dhabi allocates $15 billion to the development of renewable energies and clean
technologies .. ...
Exploration bid round for offshore blocks to be relaunched. KHE-3 appraisal well
drilled by Gulfsands yielded a test flow of 3,420 b/d of heavy crude.............

Syria to import 3 million cu m/day of Iranian gas via Turkey starting at the end of 2009.
Shortage of gas in some regions weakens the position of President Ahmadi-Nejad a
little further. .. ... ...
Larsen & Toubro awarded $421-million contract for the supply of equipment for the
Clean Fuels Project .......... . i
ETAP thinking of creating a subsidiary for exploration-production operations abroad.

Nigeria LNG invites prequalification applications for the sale of liquefied petroleum
gasand condensate . .......... ..
43 companies prequalified as potential operators for the 2007/2008 international
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- No evidence of precipitous fall on horizon for world oil production: global 4.5%
decline rate means no near-term peak, by CERA/IHS..........................
- Reserves and resources: 2007 survey of energy resources, by the World Energy Council.
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