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❑ EDITORIAL 
- What oil legislation for Iraq? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

❑ INTERVIEW 
- European refining industry could be threatened in the long term, Jean-Louis
Schilansky, Director General of the French Petroleum Industry Association, tells AOG.

❑ QATAR 
- Four gas projects for which Technip took a charge of €200 million accounted for
18% of its turnover in 2007. Development of Block-5 Extension Area will boost Maersk
Oil's production to 531,000 b/d in 2010. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Oil Ministry to announce in March the names of foreign companies prequalified for
providing technical assistance. KRG told it has the constitutional right to manage
the region’s oil and gas resources . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Oil prices caught between political tensions in the Middle East and downward
pressures emanating from the United States. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Total to take a final investment decision on the Jubail Refinery project within the
next two months. Saudi Arabia's share of Japanese crude imports fell to 26.9% in
2007 from 30% in 2006. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Occidental and PTTEP will have to drill at least five wells over six to seven years on
their offshore blocks. Agreement for the import of Iranian natural gas expected to be
signed at the end of 2008 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
KOC to introduce a new model contract . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Syria will start receiving Egyptian gas through the Arab Gasline on 21 March . . . . 
Total controls proven and probable hydrocarbon reserves of over 500 million boe in
13 countries, up from nine in 2003 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Oil engineers and experts banned from leaving Syrian territory without official
permission. Gulfsands Petroleum forms a joint venture with SPC for developing the
Khurbet East field . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Takreer studying the construction of a new 417,000-b/d oil refinery in Ruwais. ADNOC
plans to increase the volume of gas supplied to the domestic market to 3.6 billion cu
ft/day . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Gulf Finance House to set up First Energy Bank in response to the energy sector's
"huge" investment and financing needs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Apache Corporation spuds the ERB-B-2X well. Citadel Capital seeks loans of $2.6
billion to finance its projects and acquisitions. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Orascom and Abraaj Capital agree to merge their chemical fertilizer businesses. . . 
Value of contracts in the Middle East on which Invensys Process Systems is working
exceeds $500 million . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Short-term trends in the gas industry, by Marie-Françoise Chabrelie, Cedigaz . . . . 
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